
 1 

 1. Sanskrit: an Easy Introduction to an Enchanting Language or SEL, written by 
Ashok Aklujkar (Professor Emeritus, University of British Columbia), is available from 
Svådhyåya Publications, 5346 Opal Place, Richmond, B.C., Canada V7C 5B4.  

Purchase orders should be sent to Svådhyåya Publications or Dr. Vidyut Aklujkar 
(telephone/fax: 604-274-5353, email: vidyut@telus.net) at the above address. 

The price of each set (text plus cassettes/CDs), inclusive of handling and surface 
postage, is Canadian $70.00, if mailed within Canada and US $70 (or its Canadian 
equivalent), if mailed outside Canada. 

To have the set airmailed, please add US $30, that is, send US $100 (or its Canadian 
equivalent) for each set. 

Acceptable payment methods are specified below under item 8.  
 
2. In considering the price, please take into account the quality, the long-term 

usefulness (SEL meets the studentsæ needs definitely beyond the first year or the 
introductory stage of learning), the nearly 700-page extent, the inclusion of five 90-
minute cassettes OR two CDs with 450 minutes of recording and the inclusion of local 
taxes, handling and surface mail postage. Note also 5 below.  

  
3. SEL sets are not sold without the cassettes/CDs. The audio aids are an integral part 

of the SEL method. They significantly speed up the learning process. They are not meant 
only to teach pronunciation and have been arranged in a novel, efficient way. 

 
4. All SEL volumes are to be used together. They are not graded textbooks or readers 

but together form a well-integrated whole of grammar, vocabulary and reading that takes 
the students to a stage where he/she can begin to read on his/her own the Sanskrit of texts 
like the Mahå-bhårata. Most textbooks have three or four parts to a lesson. SEL, 
unconventionally but with considerable forethought, spreads such parts over different 
thematic and physical volumes (thematic volumes 1A, 1B and 2 constitute the first 
physical volume titled 'Tools: Grammatical and Lexicalæ; thematic volume 3 constitutes 
physical volume 2 titled 'Tests and Transitionæ; the arrangement is clearly explained on 
the covers of both the physical volumes). 

 
5. Together the SEL volumes become a self-sufficient learning tool which can be used 

even by those who do not have access to a teacher. No additional purchase of a 
dictionary, reference grammar or reader is necessary while one completes the SEL 
course. The book assumes no previous knowledge of Sanskrit or any other Indian 
language or the presence of a teacher capable of teaching adult beginners. 

 
6. Instructors ordering ten or more sets *directly (not through a bookstore or agent)* 

will be entitled to a complimentary desk set. They should note that, as no text changes are 
being contemplated, there would be no risk of being burdened with outdated sets if they 
keep a few extra sets of SEL on hand. 

Booksellers ordering less than ten sets will receive the sets at the same price as 
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individual buyers. They may fix their sale prices at levels they consider appropriate for 
cost recovery. 

Booksellers ordering ten or more sets will receive a 15% discount. 
Instructors and booksellers will be expected to pay on the presentation of invoices. 
Individual buyers must send full price payment in advance. They should inquire 

beforehand what the additional costs will be for courier dispatch etc. 
While booksellers may use their usual forms for ordering, instructors ordering for 

their students and individual buyers should follow the following format: (a) name of the 
buyer (surname first), (b) full mailing address (preferably with telephone numbers and/or 
email addresses), (c) publication title, (d) number of sets required, (e) audio aid (cassettes 
or CDs) preference, (f) amount enclosed. 

 
7. Single sets will not be taken back for reimbursement, except in the unlikely event 

of some serious production defect. 
 
8. Payment methods:  
(a) A personal or business cheque/check, bearing the senderæs address and telephone 

number, drawn on a Canadian or U.S. bank, cashable in Canadian or U.S. dollars 
and accompanied by the address to which the purchased set or sets are to be sent (in a few 
cases, the sender may not be identical with the set recipient). 

(b) An international money order (available in the post offices of most countries) in 
Canadian currency equivalent to the U.S. prices specified above.  

(c) A bank draft in Canadian currency or the currency of the senderæs country (former 
preferable) equivalent to the U.S. prices specified under 1.  

 
9. The facility of credit card payments cannot at present be offered.  
 
10. As SEL is not being commercially advertised (in order to be able to continue with 

the present low price), your help in sending the preceding information to other interested 
individuals will be appreciated.  

 
11. Some comments received: 
From: "Iwona Milewska" <imilews@Vela.filg.uj.edu.pl> Date: Fri, 8 Nov 2002 

17:09:48 GMT+1 "... It is an odd but very exciting feeling to be in direct contact with the 
author of the book one is using just now with oneæs students. I really think your book is 
the best available (from more than 100 in the European tradition which I have scrutinized 
[for my Ph.D. thesis])." 

 
From: "Richard P. Hayes" <Richard.P.Hayes@comcast.net>. Date: Tue, 16 Aug 

2005 19:50:14 -0600. "... Itæs a wonderful textbook, so I hope it will be available after 
your retire." 

 
From: Sfauthor@aol.com. Date: Fri, 1 Feb 2002 21:37:16 EST. "... I rebuilt my 
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knowledge of Sanskrit using your SEL. Itæs a treasure trove." 
 
From: Stefano Piano <piano@cisi.unito.it>. Department of Oriental Studies 

University of Torino (Italy). Date: 21 Nov 2000 10:46:38 +0100. "... I have received the 
copy of the 2000 edition of Your work on the Sanskrit Language and I want to thank You 
very much for sending it to me. It is really a beautiful work and I will suggest my students 
to purchase it and to use it in their homework on Sanskrit Language.Æ 

 
From: Tim Lighthiser <timlighthiser@yahoo.com>. Date: Mon, 7 Jan 2002 08:08:37 

-0800 (PST). "... My wife su[r]prised me with your Sanskrit volumes and tapes. I am 
really enjoying them. Beautiful work.Æ [9 Jan addition:] "... SEL truly is a beautiful work 
of sound and sense.Æ 

 
From: Ashwani Peetush <apeetush@chass.utoronto.ca>. Date: Thu, 14 Mar 2002 

13:31:55 -0500. "... In putting these texts together and sharing your knowledge with the 
world, you have done a great service. Sanskrit is [a] beautiful and logical language.Æ 


